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Introduction
he past two decades have witnessed an upsurge in the number of foundations around the world (McCarthy, 2001) . Within more reduced scope, Spanish sports foundations have encountered a dramatic growth in recent 20 years (Arévalo, 2006) , furthermore, Spain is probably one of the EU member countries with a highest number of registered foundations today, with 12,921 registered and non-extinguished foundations as of late 2009 .
From a worldwide perspective, with the support of favourable policy and organized system, the model of grant giving predominates in the foundations of USA with a tremendous growth in nonprofit sector (Wing & Pollak, 2010) , whilst in Europe, considering the regulations differ among countries, the majority of foundations are inclined to dedicate to the issue of art and education (Anheier, 2001) . Nevertheless, in Spain, the foundations, more specifically, considered as ¨civil society and belong to the so-called Third Sector¨ (Olabuénaga, 2001) undergone some significant transformations and a process of revitalization in the late 20 th century and the first 21th century, both foundations and sports (Arévalo, 2006 ).
According to the antecedent studies, (Domínguez, Cerrato & García, 2001 ) points out the reality of the foundations in Spain by means of an analyze sociological, psychosocial and financial. In the opinion of (Anheier, 2001) , the foundations of Spain are categorized as Mediterranean model, which could yield an implication of the theory of managing organizational culture proposed by (Slack & Parent, 2006) . Besides, Ortega and Jiménez (2012) exemplify Real Madrid Foundation to demonstrate its social and physical educational function through the sport.
In accordance with the related studies, some old resources hold up the sight in this area of investigation, therefore, multidisciplinary study methodology was employed since it involves policy and law issues such as tax payment, effectiveness, social responsibilities (Schülter, Wlakenhorst and Then, 2001) , and even more specifically, by analysing the Statements of Recommended Practice (Noel and Danielle, 2010) , identified the accounting practice in UK charities, present us with the grim future of volunteering (Warburton & Oppenheimer, 2000) as well.
Nowadays, the Spanish professional soccer league is suffering terrifying debts which is considered to be a reflection of Spanish economy (Gay de Liébana, 2011) . Generally speaking, as nonprofit entities, ¨sports 1 foundations 2¨, or those created by soccer club in particular, even though the objectives vary among clubs, they could be recognized as part of social economy (Rey and Ignacio, 2011) . They not only transmit the value of the club by means of sports and culture activities involving social issues, but also orientate to achieve common interests for the public or in the case of those constituted by soccer club, to support the soccer base for the own club ("Estatutos de la Fundación Xerez Club Deportivo," 2009). However, few studies have entered this field taking into account the fulfillment of their missions, the actual functional system (Guasch, 2010) . The concern to the issue drove us to grasp the system of the soccer foundation in Spain by studying the level of the soundness of the regulations, based on the analysis of existing statutes and official bulletins, aiming to conclude with the challenges and opportunities for them to confront in the future.
Since the majority of first-category soccer clubs and part of those in second-category are in possession of their own foundation, the current research intending to examine the functions (Prewitt, 1999) and organizational goals (Slack and Parent, 2006) of nonprofit organizations focusing on sport, professional soccer-related scope could be a glaring work. Therefore, the main aim of the study is to describe of the Spanish soccer clubs´ foundations, the potential relationships with regard to their antiquity; to provide preliminary conclusions of the characteristics of the initial regulations, as well as their financial resources, type of founders, members of board and purposes likewise.
Method

Sample
It was examined and demarcated soccer clubs´ foundations (N=28), 16 in first-category Spanish soccer league, while 12 in the second-category. Moreover, the foundations without register number and available official publication or order were also excluded from the sample. Despite the sample size was small; it covered the whole Spanish professional soccer area.
These foundations were considered as nonprofit entities with a social finality, founded by the football or sports club, companies or simply in the name of the club functioning independently, or specifically, providing continuous sport education transmitting the values of the club. Participation involved consulting the statutes and not published documents or data from the soccer club foundation.
Instrument
Primary, this research employed a cross-sectional study which consists of sport organizations' theory, exploring social origins of mentioned civil society and the reality and tendency of nonprofit sector by consulting and analyzing official documents and related statutes.
Furthermore, documents analysis (Glenn, 2009) was used principally. The primary sources consulted are based on the attainable documents. Besides, coding sheets formed a basic pillar in the period of data collection. The variables will be the following: the year of institution of the foundation and its antiquity, geographic distribution, initial endowment, type of founders, board members, size of board of trustees, type of classification and aims.
Procedures
The implementation of collecting official documents or statutes was conducted via internet through the Registro or 
Statistical analysis
Furthermore, data analysis was employed entering all the variables collected. Data analysis was carried out with SPSS version 18.0 (SPSS Inc., Chicago, IL, USA) statistical software. The data would be presented in qualitative analysis through frequencies and percentages, while the quantitative by mean ± standard deviation. For the variables analysis, foundations were divided into two groups: modern ones with less than 10 years of existence and old ones with 10 years or more of existence. In the analysis of qualitative variables with regard to the antiquity, Pearson's Chi-squared test was applied, Phi coefficient value was also calculated by the formula Ф 2 = x 2 / n, to demonstrate its positive or negative correlation; while in the analysis of the size of members of board with regard to the antiquity, U-Mann Whitney test was realized, both with the significance level set at 0.05.
Results
Descriptive statistics
The descriptive statistics of variables were presented as following. The average years of the constitution of a foundation amongst the scope of professional football clubs in Spain were 9.5 ±4.5 years, which means the recent foundation was constituted in 2011 and the oldest one date back to the year 1994, with an anquitity of 17 years.
The mean of the initial endowment was 126,497 ± 297,682 Euros, (N=17) considering the influence of the additional donated trophies (two foundations: Fundación Club Atlético de Madrid and Fundación Granada Club de Fútbol, with equivalent value of 1,202,024 Euros and 12,500 Euros respectively) as part of the beginning capital.
Based on the initial results of general antiquity of all the foundations, a categorized criterion was set up for the further analyses, which revealed that 10 foundations were those less than 10 years, with an average antiquity of 9.6 years, while 12 foundations were those 10 years or more, with an average antiquity of 15.6 years. Table 1 showed that Autonomous community of Andalusia (25.0%) was in possession of the most foundations in the field of professional soccer, followed by Valencia (21.4%), Madrid (10.7%) and Catalonia (10.7%). The rest occupation percentage was not superior than 10%. The Results of the foundations' geographic distribution in autonomous regions also demonstrated the non-existence of foundations of soccer club played in professional field in the following autonomous regions, Cantabria, Canary Islands, La Rioja, Castilla-La Mancha, Ceuta and Melilla, and Extremadura, demarcating the registration and publication criterion. According to Table 2 , albeit the component of the members of the founders was multiple, it indicated that the majority of foundations (82.6%) was not founded by club nor club members, while the company element covered a large space (69.6%). In addition, the contrast of the appearance of physical person or no (39.1% and 60.9% distributively) was not manifest. Nevertheless, the non-existence of public institution (95.7%) in the members of founders overwhelmed. It was a presentation of the size of board of foundations (N=22). The obtained data showed that the medium size of the board of foundations was 12.9 ± 11.6 members. This meant that the number of board members was pretty heterogeneous. The largest board was 43, while the smallest one was 2, even did not satisfy the minimum requirement of 3 members. All the data obtained were based on the ultimate session except for those unavailable ones; the initial composition numbers were involved. Table 4 exposed that among the seven types of classifications according to the official bulletin, statutes or official websites, two kinds were frequent, i.e. Sports (67.9%) and cultural (63.0%). The social type was considered to be decent, which held 25.9%. In the case of artistic type, it was worth mentioning that all the three times appeared were encountered in the same autonomous region, the same with the rest three types, which could unveiled the personality existed in distinct localities. Table 5 exhibited the type of aims of the foundations in the field of professional soccer. In spite of its remarkable dispersion until 20 items, 6 items situated between 20% to 50%, while 3 items were beyond 50% with regard to their frequencies of appearance, which were: "the general promotion, diffusion of sports, cultural and social activities" (51.9%), "foster the sports development, particularly the soccer" (53.8%) and "to boost the sports base or amateur and the club´s youth team" (78.6%).
Inference statistics
In the analysis of the type of founders depending on the antiquity, it was found significant differences in the existence of Physical Persons (χ 2 (1) =6.3, p<0.05) ( Table 6 ). The older institutions with physical persons in their founders were more frequent than those of the modern ones. While there was no significant difference in the rest possible members of board (χ 2 (1) =0.67, p>0.05 for sports clubs and χ 2 (1)=0.80, p>0.05 for public institutions).
Nevertheless, according to the appeared data, it is more probably the existence of private companies in modern foundations than in the old ones (χ 2 (1) =3.49, p=0.07 for companies), even though there was no significant association due to the limited number of the sample. In the analysis of the type of classification depending on the antiquity, it was found significant differences in the classification as Cultural type (χ 2 (1) =5.04 p<0.05), which means the younger foundations were less likely to be classified as this type ( In the analysis of the type of members of board depending on the antiquity ( Even though the Board Size was bigger in the old foundations (15.6 ± 13.8 members) than in the modern ones (9.6 ± 7.7 members), through a U Mann-Whitney Test, it was shown that the size of members of board had no significant difference with the antiquity (z = 0.73; p > 0.05). Table 8 The types of board members in the foundations depending on the antiquity Table 9 showed the aims of the foundations depending on the antiquity. It should be emphasized that the aim of "Construct, promote cultural and sports institutions for the base of sports" coded as sports institutions was more present in the modern foundations, even though the relation was not significant (χ 2 (1) =3.06; p=0.088), it might be attributed to the limited sample once again. 
Discussion
All these foundations were created after 1994, which proved the significance of the first foundations´ Law of 1994, which was the true turning point of the annual rate of growth in the number of foundations in the country (Rey, Álvarez & INAEF, 2011) . Furthermore, all the contributed data showed that the initial endowments of the foundations were beyond 30,000 Euros, which are assumed as "sufficient" for the accomplishment of public benefit goals since the enforcement of the current foundation law (Spanish Law 50/2002). However, the sharp difference among foundations was due to the additional donations, which was considered to be a property for the fulfillment of the foundation. Among the missing data, we should recognize the divergence within regions and treat them distinctively. For instance, the official bulletin of Autonomous Community of Valencia did not publish the exact amount of initial endowment, while the Catalonia law did not require specifically the smugness as an essential requirement of the endowment despite the fact that, according to the Spanish Law 4/2008, in April, 24th, in ¨3 rd Book of the Catalonia Civil Code¨, Article 331-5 regulated the initial endowment should be over 60,000 Euros, which could be composed by cash or other fruitful assets. The mentioned examples of modifications of laws were intended to clarify the complexity and ambiguity of regulations within diverse regions.
The high frequency of appearance of foundations in the field of professional soccer in Autonomous Community of Andalucía, occupying a quarter of the whole ones, which approximately agreed with the results in the study of (Arévalo, 2006) , showing its number of sports foundations in autonomous region of Andalusia just behind Catalonia and Madrid. Another reason is probably the historical and traditional one, it was from Andalusia that spread soccer to the rest of Spain (Jiménez & Salazar, 2009) , enjoying its existence in the community for around 135 years. In addition, the first team and club were established in Andalusia where also celebrated the first official game. Moreover, in the season 2007/2008, 11 teams from Andalusia participated the professional-category competition.
However, the club did not form the founders may be contributed to the fact that the majority of the soccer clubs were converted to sociedad anónima deportiva except four of them maintained the form of club, which are Real Madrid, Athletic de Bilbao, Osasuna and Barcelona, which in some way transformed the structure of the organization.
The results of type of members of board, the more participation of physical person and public institution compared with the members of founders was perhaps due to the purposes of certain foundations, which were supposed to facilitate their social and cultural activities (Arévalo, 2006) . Furthermore, the diversity of physical person and public institution could be recognized as a way to put the foundation into the social context.
About the size of the board of foundations, even though the study sample was limited, let alone the available data attained, the results showing 13 members in the board of foundations reflected similarity with the precedent study like (Steane & Christie, 2001) , 12 members of the board of Australian foundations, however, the study of O' Regan & Oster, (2005) demonstrated that the North American nonprofits area was, with a average of 19 members in the board of trustees.
Because of its multiple classification in foundations, they were divided into subgroups, apart from the undefined category ¨mixed¨ with one appearance, the other six specific types of classifications could be grouped into three general types: cultural and recreation, education and research, social services (Salamon & Anheier, 1996) , with regard to The International Classification of Nonprofit Organizations. Considering the different criteria of classification in distinct autonomous regions of the nation, it was just taken as a reference to the study, although it could see obviously the most frequent ones were sports and cultural.
The aims and purposes of the foundations, in the case of professional soccer foundations, even they promote the development and practice of soccer and sports in general with priority; there are combinations of the functions of these foundations. Among these, it was emphasized "the general promotion, diffusion of sports, cultural and social activities", "foster the sports development, particularly the soccer" and "to boost the sports base or amateur and the club´s youth team".
It was checked that, nearly 7 out of 10 foundations were with the aim of promotion of sports, without distinguishing if it was amateur or professional. In some occasions, the sports foundations stressed the promotion generally. The elite sports, high performance or professional sports were more mentioned in the statutes of foundations. Moreover, 4 out of 10 foundations also marked the social integration of the underprivileged collectives by means of sports promotion, education, solidarity and other positive values of the development of people and the community (Arévalo, 2006) . Therefore, although no significant difference was found between purposes and its antiquity, it partly substantiated the fact that the principal purposes of both sports and soccer foundations were focused on the sports promotion and diffusion.
However, the research was limited in few aspects. Firstly, considering the differences among distinct autonomous communities, some data were missed. Secondly, there was little collaboration from the selected professional soccer foundations.
Conclusions
This study set out to picture the panorama of the Spanish soccer clubs´ foundations within the nonprofit scope and provided evidence on the probable relationships among variables, i.e. physical persons in their founders with the antiquity of foundations.
The paper has also argued that the older foundations in the area of professional soccer club are more likely to be classified as ¨cultural¨, which in some degree solidified previous findings of the most dominant area, which is arts and cultural field in Spain historically.
Although no significant association existed between promotion of soccer base with the antiquity of foundations putting it into the soccer or sport context, it somewhat verified that the principal purposes of both sports and soccer foundations were focused on the sports promotion and diffusion. Taking into account the limitation of the written legislation is of little simultaneity with the actual alterations, considerably more work will need to be done to deepen the investigation with the application of questionnaires, a further strength-weakness-opportunies and threat (SWOT) analysis is also suggested.
